Abstract: For the requirements of performance assessment of the thermal power plant control process, the combustion control system of a 330 MW generator unit in a power plant is studied. Firstly, the five variables that affect the process control performance are determined by the mechanism analysis method. Then, a data-driven performance assessment method based on the operational data collection from the supervisory information system was proposed. Using principal component analysis technique, we found that five different variables have different degrees of effect on the performance of the combustion process. By means of qualitative and quantitative analysis, five contribution rates of different variables affecting the performance index of the system were obtained. After that, the data is normalized to the non-dimensional variable, the performance assessment index of the boiler combustion process is defined, and the classification and assessment criterion of it are given. Through using the proposed method on the operation data of the 1# boiler and 2# boiler within 1 day, the performance indexes are calculated and achieved during different time periods. Analysis of the results shows that this method will not generate additional disturbance to the normal operation of the system, and it can achieve a simple, reliable, accurate and rapid qualitative and quantitative analysis of the performance of the boiler combustion control system, and also it can be extended and applied to other multivariable control systems.
Introduction
Modern thermal power plants generally have hundreds of control loops and thousands of control parameters, and the operating personnel find it difficult to monitor and improve all the controlled loop parameters and performance according to the traditional method, which leads to part of the control system possibly not working for a long time. If there is a lack of regular maintenance, the performance of the controlled system will decline as time goes on. The control performance of the power plant will reduce the effectiveness of the control system, which may reduce the output of electrical energy and increase the operation cost. Good performance of the control system is the safe and stable foundation of excellent operation of industrial processes, and also it is very significant to improve product quality, increase production efficiency, reduce the consumption of raw materials and energy consumption and prolong the service life of the equipment.
The important prerequisite to ensure the good operation of industrial processes such as thermal power plants is control system performance analysis, assessment and diagnosis, in order to analyze the operating condition of the control system, so as to provide suggestions to maintain the control system. The environmental pollution caused by coal-fired industrial boilers is very serious, so severe haze in vast areas of China has an important relationship with the inefficiencies combustion of coal recent years. Therefore, thermal power enterprises are facing severe energy saving and emission reduction pressure in the development of low carbon economy. Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of the thermal power plant system. Figure 1 . Schematic diagram of thermal power plant system. 1-boiler drum; 2-superheater; 3-steam turbine; 4-generator; 5-condenser; 6-condensate pump; 7-desalting device; 8-booster pump; 9-low pressure heater; 10-deaerator; 11-water pump; 12-high pressure heater; 13-economizer; 14-circulating pump; 15-water jet air ejector; 16-water pump; 17-drain pump; 18-water pump; 19-water pump; 20-water heater; 21-chemical water treatment equipment; 22-ash pump; 23-ash flushing water pump; 24-oil pump; 25-industrial pump; 26-forced draft fan; 27-powder exhaust fan; 28-induced draft fan; 29-chimney.
The combustion system is an important part of the coal-fired boiler, the coal can produce heat by burning to generate high-temperature and -pressure steam, and provide the rotating machinery (turbine) with mechanical energy to drive the output electric power of the generator. The general combustion control system should include a complete set of equipment to make coal chemical energy into heat energy, such as fuel system (including ignition system, pulverizing system, etc.), combustion equipment (ignition equipment, pulverized coal burner), flue gas system and the thermal control system ensuring combustion process safe, economical and stable [35, 36] .
The basic task of the boiler combustion process is to make the boiler combustion provide heat to adapt to the boiler steam load demand, while also ensuring the safety and economy of the boiler [37, 38] . The combustion process control system has three control variables (the fuel supply B , the forced air V and the induced air G ) and three adjusted variables (the main steam pressure T P , the oxygen content in flue gas 2 O and the furnace pressure s P ), and the adjustment of the controlled variables have had obvious effects on each other. This is because there is a mutual influence between objects within the control variables and adjusted variables. One adjusted variable may be influenced by several control variables, and the relationship between the inputs and outputs of the combustion process is shown in Figure 2 . The combustion system is an important part of the coal-fired boiler, the coal can produce heat by burning to generate high-temperature and -pressure steam, and provide the rotating machinery (turbine) with mechanical energy to drive the output electric power of the generator. The general combustion control system should include a complete set of equipment to make coal chemical energy into heat energy, such as fuel system (including ignition system, pulverizing system, etc.), combustion equipment (ignition equipment, pulverized coal burner), flue gas system and the thermal control system ensuring combustion process safe, economical and stable [35, 36] .
The basic task of the boiler combustion process is to make the boiler combustion provide heat to adapt to the boiler steam load demand, while also ensuring the safety and economy of the boiler [37, 38] . The combustion process control system has three control variables (the fuel supply B, the forced air V and the induced air G) and three adjusted variables (the main steam pressure P T , the oxygen content in flue gas O 2 and the furnace pressure P s ), and the adjustment of the controlled variables have had obvious effects on each other. This is because there is a mutual influence between objects within the control variables and adjusted variables. One adjusted variable may be influenced by several control variables, and the relationship between the inputs and outputs of the combustion process is shown in Figure 2 .
One of the characteristics of a large unit is a relatively large number of monitoring points, at present, a 300 MW unit plant of I/O often reaches 4000~5000 points, and a 600 MW unit of I/O usually reaches more than 7000 points. With the development of the electric power industry, the scale of power production is expanding, the number of control loops of a thermal power plant system is increasing, and it is not realistic to monitor the performance of all control loops by manual inspection. The parameter change is fast, the control object is large and the control objects are related to each other. So, the traditional ways of monitoring boiler, steam turbine and generator respectively have been unable to meet the requirements of the operation of large units, it is necessary to use a high degree of automation. A large number of facts have proved that a large thermal power unit is not possible to achieve safe and economic operations with a high degree of automation. One of the characteristics of a large unit is a relatively large number of monitoring points, at present, a 300 MW unit plant of I/O often reaches 4000~5000 points, and a 600 MW unit of I/O usually reaches more than 7000 points. With the development of the electric power industry, the scale of power production is expanding, the number of control loops of a thermal power plant system is increasing, and it is not realistic to monitor the performance of all control loops by manual inspection. The parameter change is fast, the control object is large and the control objects are related to each other. So, the traditional ways of monitoring boiler, steam turbine and generator respectively have been unable to meet the requirements of the operation of large units, it is necessary to use a high degree of automation. A large number of facts have proved that a large thermal power unit is not possible to achieve safe and economic operations with a high degree of automation.
In most of the thermal power plants in China, due to variation of coal species, the quality of the coal is generally poor, coupled with equipment modification, variable load operation, thermal tests of long time interval and other reasons during the actual operation of the boiler, the phenomenon that the boiler combustion can not reach the optimal state exists, so the performance assessment and optimization of operation are urgently needed to improve the safety, economy and environmental protection of the unit plant in a certain range.
With the increase of unit capacity and the increase of parameters, the safety, stability and economic operation of the unit is continuously improved, the automation level of the thermal power plant is also continuously improved, from the traditional manual control to unit centralized control. It must be pointed out that, after all, the automation system can only work according to the laws of the people's budget, but the unit operation process is complex and random. Therefore, the automation system generally does not need to know the higher order intervention, but in certain circumstances requires manual prompting or coordination. That is, highly automated thermal power units are not without human intervention, but the need for a higher level of intervention. This shows that the higher level of automation of the unit requires that operators also should have a high level of technological and cultural knowledge.
The data acquisition system (DAS) of the distributed control system (DCS) stores a lot of operation-related data, although these data have been partially used, but their hidden information has not been fully excavated, which has restricted the use of information. The main reason lies in the multivariable and strong coupling of the data information, too many variables will often increase the complexity of the problem, so people naturally want to select a small number of important variables that contain abundant information, in this case, the principal component analysis method for data reduction is put forward. In most of the thermal power plants in China, due to variation of coal species, the quality of the coal is generally poor, coupled with equipment modification, variable load operation, thermal tests of long time interval and other reasons during the actual operation of the boiler, the phenomenon that the boiler combustion can not reach the optimal state exists, so the performance assessment and optimization of operation are urgently needed to improve the safety, economy and environmental protection of the unit plant in a certain range.
The data acquisition system (DAS) of the distributed control system (DCS) stores a lot of operation-related data, although these data have been partially used, but their hidden information has not been fully excavated, which has restricted the use of information. The main reason lies in the multivariable and strong coupling of the data information, too many variables will often increase the complexity of the problem, so people naturally want to select a small number of important variables that contain abundant information, in this case, the principal component analysis method for data reduction is put forward.
Principal Component Analysis Technique
When we study practical problems, it is often required to collect multiple variables. But so that there is a strong correlation among them, these variables have more redundant information. If we use them directly, not only will the model be more complex, but it will also cause large errors because of the existence of multiple linear factors. In order to make full use of the data, we usually want to replace the original older variables with fewer new variables. At the same time, we need to reflect the information of the original variables as much as possible, so that the problem can be simplified.
The introduction of the principal component analysis method first appeared in the field of multivariate statistical analysis [39] [40] [41] [42] . Its core idea is to reduce the dimensions of a set of data and keep the change information of the original data set as far as possible. It carries the statistical analysis on the relationship and the changes between various parameters in the production process, and all the initial variables will be integrated into several comprehensive irrelevant variables as little as possible, and these variables include the original reflected information as more as possible, so that the problem can be simplified, which provides the possibility of transforming data resources into benefits.
The Basic Ideas of PCA
Principal component analysis is a method of using a mathematical dimension reduction; it finds out some variables to replace many variables, and the amount of information of these variables includes the original variables as much as possible, but not related to each other. This method of statistical analysis of multiple variables into a small number of mutually independent variables is called principal component analysis or principal variable analysis [43] [44] [45] [46] .
Mathematical Model of PCA
Assuming that p random variables X 1 , X 2 , · · · , X p are involved in the actual problem, denoted by
T , and it's covariance matrix is
It is a non-negative matrix of p order. Assuming the new synthetic variables
The coefficient
is a constant vector. The Equation (3) requires meeting the following conditions [47] :
(1) The coefficient vector is a unit vector, that is
Then, Y 1 is known as the first principal component, Y 2 is known as the second principal component, and so on; there are p main components. The main ingredient is also called principal components, and l ij is called principal component factor here.
Method and Property of PCA

When the covariance matrix
T is known, the principal component can be obtained according to the following theorem [48] [49] [50] . 
where e k = (e k1 , e k2 , · · · , e kp ) T , and
Proof. Let P = (e 1 , e 2 , · · · , e p ), then it is a orthogonal matrix, and
where h T 1 h 1 = 1,l 1 = Ph 1 , and
Only when h 1 = (1, 0, · · · , 0) = ε 1 (standard unit vector) before the establishment of equal, then
Therefore, the first principal component of X is
and also the variance var(Y 1 ) = λ 1 reaches the maximum. If Y 2 = l T 2 X is the second principal component of X, in which l T 2 l 2 = 1, and
Only when h 2 = (0, 1, · · · , 0) = ε 2 (standard unit vector) before the establishment of equal, then
Therefore, the second principal component of X is Similarly, get the rest expression of the principal components, and the principal component of the variance is equal to the corresponding characteristic value.
Theorem 1 shows that calculating the principal component of X is equivalent to finding all eigenvalues of the covariance matrix of Σ and the corresponding orthogonal unit vector. According to the characteristic of orthonormal eigenvector, from large to small value, the linear combination of coefficient of X 1 , X 2 , · · · , X p respectively represent the first, the second, until the pth principal component of X, and the variance of the principal component is equal to the corresponding eigenvalue.
T , the matrix P = (e 1 , e 2 , · · · , e p ), then Y = P T X, and the covariance of Y is
then the total variance of principal component is
Proof. From the Equation (7), obviously Y = P T X, and also by the Equation (8), there is
The corollary shows that the principal component analysis can decompose the total variance of p original variables into the sum of variance of the uncorrelated variables
λ k describes the information extracted from the kth principal component accounts for the share of the total information. We call
the contribution rate of the kth principal component, and the sum of former m(m ≤ p) principal components contribution rate
λ k is called the cumulative contribution rate, which indicates the degree of the former m(m ≤ p) principal component providing the total information. Usually m(m < p) is selected to make the cumulative contribution rate more than 80%.
Principal Component of Standardized Variables
In the process of solving practical problems, we often encounter different variables with different dimensions, sometimes leading to the degree of dispersion value of each variable being larger, so when calculating the covariance matrix, possible variance is mainly controlled by the variance of large data, maybe leading to unreasonable results. In order to eliminate the influence of dimension, the original data is usually standardized. Let
where
Principal Component Analysis of Sample Data
In practical problems, the general covariance matrix Σ of population X = (X 1 ,
generally unknown, and the data is just from the sample observation data with a capacity of n. Suppose
is a simple random sample taken from the population X = (X 1 ,
T with a total capacity of n. Sample covariance matrix and sample correlation matrix are as follows:
Respectively, S and R act as the estimates of the population Σ and ρ, and then the sample principal component analysis is done according to the overall principal component analysis method.
About the sample principal component, assuming the sample covariance matrix is S p×p , and its characteristic value isλ 1 ≥λ 2 ≥ · · · ≥λ p ≥ 0, the corresponding unit orthogonal eigenvector iŝ e 1 ,ê 2 , · · · ,ê p , and the kth sample principal component is
When the observations
we get n observation samples of the kth sample principal component as follows
which is called the score of the kth sample principal component. At this time
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The contribution rate of the kth sample principal component Y k is
The sum of the contribution rate of the previous m(m ≤ p) principal components is the cumulative contribution rate
k . The same with the population principal component analysis, in order to eliminate the influence of dimension, we can use the method in Equation (10) to normalize the sample, that is, let
Because the covariance matrix of the standardized sample data is the sample correlation matrix of the original data, then the principal component analysis is enough only from the sample correlation coefficient matrix.
Definition, Classification and Procedures of Performance Assessment Index
Definition of Performance Assessment Index
There are many factors that affect the performance of the boiler combustion control process, and the thermal efficiency is one of the most important factors. While the thermal efficiency of the boiler is an important indicator reflecting the economic operation of the boiler, the main indicators that directly determine boiler thermal efficiency include the fuel gas temperature, the boiler oxygen content, the carbon content of fly ash and the air leakage rate of the air preheater; some other factors affect the thermal efficiency of the boiler all through the above four indicators. Therefore, it can be considered that there are five variables that affect the performance of the boiler combustion process. The relationship between the five variables is given in the follow equations, then according to the degree and polarity of each variable on the process performance index, the contribution rate of each variable to the performance index is given, and further define the performance assessment index of different boilers combustion control process.
The calculation of the boiler thermal efficiency usually uses the inverse balance method, by measuring the percentage of the heat loss of the boiler q 2 , q 3 , q 4 , q 5 and q 6 , and then calculating the boiler thermal efficiency according to the Equation (17) .
In the Equation (18), q 2 -the percentage of heat loss of fuel gas, %; Q gy 2 -the heat that the dry flue gas takes away, kJ/kg; Q
-the heat contained in the steam in flue gas, kJ/kg; Q net,ar -the net calorific power of coal, kJ/kg.
In the Equation (19), q 3 -the chemical incomplete combustion heat loss percentage, %;
V gy -the actual dry flue gas volume per kilogram fuel, m 3 /kg; CO-the content percentage of carbon monoxide in dry flue gas, %; CH 4 -the content percentage of methane in dry flue gas, %; H 2 -the content percentage of hydrogen in dry flue gas, %; C m H n -the content percentage of heavy carbon hydride in dry flue gas, %.
In the Equation (20), q 4 -the mechanical incomplete combustion loss percentage, %;
A ar -the quality percentage of base ash coal received, %; C-the percentage of average carbon content and ash content in coal ash, %; q sz 4 -the heat loss rate of stone coal that the mill discharges, %.
In the Equation (21), q 5 -the heat loss percentage, %; q e 5 -the heat loss percentage under rated evaporation, %; D e -the boiler rated evaporation boiler rating, t/h; D-the actual evaporation measuring boiler efficiency, t/h.
In the Equation (22), q 6 -the physical heat loss percentage of ash, %;
α lz -the quality percentage of total ash content in ash and slag, %; α f h -the quality percentage of total ash content in fly ash, %; α cjh -the quality percentage of total ash content in settlement ash, %; t lz -the furnace slag temperature, • C; t py -the furnace flue gas temperature, • C; t cjh -the settlement ash temperature, • C; t 0 -the datum temperature, • C; C lz -the specific heat capacity of furnace slag, kJ/(kg · K); C f h -the specific heat capacity of fly ash, kJ/(kg · K);
C cjh -the specific heat capacity of settlement ash, kJ/(kg · K);
C c lz -the combustible material quality percentage in ash and slag, %; C c f h -the combustible material quality percentage in fly ash, %; C c cjh -the combustible material quality percentage in settlement ash, %.
Under normal circumstances, if the thermal efficiency of the coal-fired unit increases, then the performance of the boiler combustion control process becomes better, so the influence of the variable x 1 on the control performance index is positive.
In general, the flue gas temperature of a 300 MW coal-fired unit increases every 10 • C, then the power supply coal consumption is decreased by about 1.5g/(kW · h), thus the performance of boiler combustion control process is declining, so the influence of the variable x 2 on the control performance index is negative.
In general, the boiler oxygen content of a 300 MW coal-fired unit increases every 1%, then the boiler efficiency decreases by 0.2% to 0.3%, and the coal consumption for power supply increases 0.6~0.9 g/(kW · h); thus the performance of boiler combustion control process gets worse, so the influence of the variable x 3 on the control performance index is negative.
In general, for every 1% increase in fly ash in the boiler combustible matter content of a 300 MW coal-fired unit, according to the different ash content and heat of coal into the furnace, the thermal efficiency of the boiler is reduced from 0.1% to 0.5%, thus the performance of the boiler combustion control process becomes worse, and so the influence of the variable x 4 on the performance index is negative.
According to the relevant experience, it is known that for every 1% increase in the air leakage rate of the air preheater, the coal consumption increases about 0.1 g/(kW · h); thus the performance of boiler combustion control process is declining, so the influence of the variable x 5 on the control performance index is negative. From the view of the order of magnitude, the air leakage rate of air preheater has little effect on the coal consumption.
According to the influence polarity and its contribution rate of five variables on the performance of boiler combustion control process, the results are shown in Table 1 . According to Equations (15) and (16), as well as Table 1 , the performance assessment index (PAI) is defined as follows.
The definition of control performance index of 1# boiler combustion process:
The definition of control performance index of 2# boiler combustion process:
Classification of Performance Assessment Index
The classification standard of the performance assessment index of the boiler combustion control process is shown in Table 2 . Table 2 . Classification of performance assessment index.
Performance Index Classification
Performance Assessment Index PAI
Performance Assessment Procedures
The principal component analysis is carried out by the sample observation data, then the contribution rates of different variables to the control performance are calculated, and the steps of calculating the performance assessment index are as follows:
(1) According to the analysis of the boiler combustion control system, the main variables affecting the performance of the system are determined as the main component of the system performance; (2) Data sampling is carried out on the relevant variables, and the sampling data are standardized; (3) The sample correlation coefficient matrix is calculated and the characteristic value of it found; (4) According to the principal component analysis and Equation (15), the respective contribution rates of the main components of are calculated; (5) According to the definition of performance assessment index, Equations (23) and (25), the performance assessment index of different boiler combustion control process are calculated; (6) According to the classification of PAI shown in Table 2 , the performance indexes are classified, and analysis and research will be done in depth.
An Example of Performance Assessment of Combustion Control System
Performance Assessment and Analysis Program
Data Acquisition Scheme
Since the beginning of the twenty-first century, the electric power enterprise has attached great importance to the construction of electric power information. With the rapid development of internet and real-time database technology, many power companies are planning and establishing supervisory information systems (SISs) for thermal power plants or the management information system (MIS). A real-time database set of the system is the core, and the database is a massive database, providing a good data platform for long-term preservation for performance monitoring and diagnosis. Monitoring and diagnosis of the unit's performance has also become the main content of information monitoring system of thermal power plants.
In recent years, new units put into operation generally set up online monitoring systems in accordance with the requirements of "DL 5000-2000 thermal power plant design specification", at the same time in order to adapt to the demand of information management, the majority of old units have also added this system for many years. Therefore, it is suggested to make full use of the convenient conditions brought by the online monitoring system to collect and store data.
Performance Assessment Scheme
The correct performance assessment scheme is one of the important conditions to ensure the performance test results of the unit with high reliability and good repeatability.
In the past online performance monitoring systems, single measurement results of various measuring parameters or the average value of short time performance index calculation are tended to be used, but any single measurement value or short time average value has great randomness; the random performance measurement often requires enough times or sufficient amount of data to be eliminate, for the thermal power unit such a complex dynamic production process is even more so. Therefore, high real-time performance requirements will inevitably lead to the lack of sufficient data to eliminate the impact of random performance assessment, and this is not helpful for the performance analysis. In addition, the variation of performance is a slow process, and not a sudden process, therefore, it is not necessary to require the unit performance monitoring system with high real-time performance. Prevention and monitoring of some unexpected destructive accidents should not be included in the unit performance monitoring system, but should be included in the unit's protection system. Because of the reasons above, the supervisory information system acts as the data acquisition platform, using the trend analysis software to resample the relevant data within 24 h for two boilers in a certain power plant in 1 March 2014, and the sampling period is 1 s.
Data Acquisition and Standardization of Two Boilers
Through the information monitoring system of a power plant, according to the five variables influencing the performance of the boiler combustion process shown in Table 1 , the data of the five original variables of 1# boiler, that is, the boiler thermal efficiency x 1 , the flue gas temperature x 2 , the boiler oxygen content x 3 , the carbon content of fly ash x 4 , and the air leakage rate of air preheater x 5 are respectively shown in Figures 3-7 . In order to have a clearer analysis, the data of the five variables are put in one diagram, as shown in Figure 8 .
-time performance. Prevention and monitoring of some unexpected destructive accidents should not be included in the unit performance monitoring system, but should be included in the unit's protection system.
Because of the reasons above, the supervisory information system acts as the data acquisition platform, using the trend analysis software to resample the relevant data within 24 h for two boilers in a certain power plant in 1 March 2014, and the sampling period is 1 s.
Through the information monitoring system of a power plant, according to the five variables influencing the performance of the boiler combustion process shown in Table 1 , the data of the five original variables of 1# boiler, that is, the boiler thermal efficiency 1 x , the flue gas temperature 2 x , the boiler oxygen content 3 x , the carbon content of fly ash 4 x , and the air leakage rate of air preheater 5 x are respectively shown in Figures 3-7 . In order to have a clearer analysis, the data of the five variables are put in one diagram, as shown in Figure 8 . According to the Equation (16) x , respectively gets the standardized treatment, gaining the standardization of the variables, According to the Equation (16) x , respectively gets the standardized treatment, gaining the standardization of the variables, According to the Equation (16) Similarly, the five original variables of the 2# boiler are as shown in Figures 15-19 respectively. In order to be more clear, the data of the five variables are put in one diagram, as shown in Figure 20 . Similarly, the five original variables of the 2# boiler are as shown in Figures 15-19 respectively. In order to be more clear, the data of the five variables are put in one diagram, as shown in Figure 20 . Similarly, the five original variables of the 2# boiler are as shown in Figures 15-19 respectively. In order to be more clear, the data of the five variables are put in one diagram, as shown in Figure 20 . Similarly, the five original variables of the 2# boiler are as shown in Figures 15-19 respectively. In order to be more clear, the data of the five variables are put in one diagram, as shown in Figure 20 . Similarly, according to the Equation (16) Similarly, according to the Equation (16) 
Similarly, according to the Equation (16) x , the results as shown in Figures 21-26 . According to the Section 4.5 and the sample data above, utilizing the Equation (16), in one day, the standard average data of different time periods are calculated, as shown in Table 3 . According to the Section 4.5 and the sample data above, utilizing the Equation (16), in one day, the standard average data of different time periods are calculated, as shown in Table 3 . According to the Section 4.5 and the sample data above, utilizing the Equation (16), in one day, the standard average data of different time periods are calculated, as shown in Table 3 . 
Performance Assessment Results
At the same time, according to the performance assessment procedures given in Section 5.3, the sample observation data given in Section 6.2 were analyzed by principal component analysis, then the contribution rates of five variables on the performance of boiler combustion control process were gained, and the results are shown in Table 4 . The coefficients in Table 4 were substituted into the Equations (23) and (25) respectively, then the formula of the performance assessment index of the combustion process of two boilers are obtained.
Definition of PAI 1 (Performance Assessment Index 1) for the 1# boiler combustion control process:
Definition of PAI 2 (Performance Assessment Index 2) for the 2# boiler combustion control process:
The data in Table 3 were substituted into the Equations (27) and (28) respectively, then the PAI values of 1# and 2# boiler combustion process corresponding to the different time periods in one day are obtained, and the results and PAI ranking are shown in Table 5 . According to the classification criteria of the performance index in Table 2 , the performance indexes of 1# boiler combustion control system are arranged according to the sequence from big to small, and the assessment results are classified, at the same time the percentage of different performance levels is calculated, and the statistical results are shown in Table 6 . According to the classification criteria of the performance index in Table 2 , the performance indexes of 1# boiler combustion control system are arranged according to the sequence from big to small, and the assessment results are classified, at the same time the percentage of different performance levels is calculated, and the statistical results are shown in Table 6 . According to the data in Table 6 , the performance indexes of the 1# boiler are sorted, as shown in Figure 29 . According to the data in Table 6 , the performance indexes of the 1# boiler are sorted, as shown in Figure 29 .
Similarly, according to the classification criteria of the performance index in Table 2 , the performance indexes of the 2# boiler combustion control system are arranged according to the sequence from big to small, and the assessment results are classified, at the same time the percentage of different performance levels is calculated, and the statistical results are shown in Table 7 .
Similarly, according to the data in Table 7 , the performance indexes of the 2# boiler are sorted, as shown in Figure 30 .
Comparing between the statistical results in Tables 6 and 7 , it is concluded that the performance of the 1# boiler combustion control process is better than that of the 2# boiler. Similarly, according to the classification criteria of the performance index in Table 2 , the performance indexes of the 2# boiler combustion control system are arranged according to the sequence from big to small, and the assessment results are classified, at the same time the percentage of different performance levels is calculated, and the statistical results are shown in Table 7 . Similarly, according to the data in Table 7 , the performance indexes of the 2# boiler are sorted, as shown in Figure 30 . Comparing between the statistical results in Tables 6 and 7 , it is concluded that the performance of the 1# boiler combustion control process is better than that of the 2# boiler.
Analysis of the Results of Performance Assessment in Depth
According to the performance assessment results obtained in Section 6.3, further analysis is made on the various variables that affect the combustion performance of the boiler.
The Boiler Thermal Efficiency
Boiler thermal efficiency is a comprehensive index reflecting the economic operation of the boiler, and the degree of influence on the performance of the boiler combustion control process is also the largest. The main factors that directly determine the thermal efficiency include the fuel gas temperature, the boiler oxygen content, the carbon content of fly ash and the air leakage rate of the air preheater; some other factors affect the thermal efficiency of the boiler all through the above four variables. Therefore, in order to improve the performance of the boiler combustion control process, it is needed to find the countermeasures from the above four variables, and the details are as follows.
The Flue Gas Temperature
Flue gas temperature is the temperature of the flue gas from the last stage of the heating surface (this generally refers to the air preheater). In general, the design flue gas temperature of coal fired boiler is between 120 • C and 140 • C.
At present, domestic coal-fired power plant flue gas temperature is generally high in China; the main reasons for this, in terms of design, include that the heating surface layout is not reasonable, there is insufficient area of the heating surface of the coal saving device, the air preheater heat storage plate area is small, and so on. For example, the No.1 boiler in a power plant in Hainan, because of the small area of the air preheater and economizer, leads to a flue gas temperature that is higher than the design value by more than 20 • C, and so the boiler efficiency decreases by about 1%, and affects the power supply coal consumption 3.0 g/(kW·h). The main reason of operation is the fired coal greatly deviates from the design coal, especially where power plants burn a large amount of lignite. Due to the characteristics of low calorific value and high moisture of the coal, combustion conditions in the furnace change and the combustion flue gas volume increases, leading to increased gas temperature. The operation modes are not reasonable, including the primary air rate, operating mode of the coal grinding machine and operation units, coal mill outlet temperature control level, and so on; the combustion state of flame whitewashing, heating surface of dust coking, coal pulverizing system mixed with large amount of cold, poor tightness caused high air leakage rate; air preheater heat exchanger fouling, and so on.
The main measures to decrease the flue gas temperature are as follows:
(a) Controlling the proper excess air coefficient in the furnace. By optimizing the combustion adjustment of the boiler, the oxygen content can be reduced and the heat loss of the boiler can be reduced under the condition that the pulverized coal is fully burned. (b) According to the change of load, adjust the burner operation mode, control center position of flame, reduce flame whitewashing, and avoid dust deposition. (c) When the coal quality changes, adjust the operation mode of coal pulverizing system in a timely fashion, guarantee the fineness of pulverized coal economy at the same time, and that the operating mode of the coal grinding machine, operation units and the outlet temperature of the coal mill are optimized. (d) To strengthen the operation and maintenance of the soot blower, to ensure the rate of the ash blowing equipment put into operation, to prevent the heating area of ash. (e) The economizer and the heated surface of the low temperature superheater or reheater are transformed by technology, reducing flue gas temperature.
The Boiler Oxygen Content
The oxygen content is the percentage of oxygen content in the flue gas of the furnace outlet, which reflects the excess air content in the combustion process, and affects the heat loss of the boiler. Operation oxygen is equal to the oxygen content of flue gas of boiler combustion control and the oxygen measuring point of air leakage. Therefore, in the process of thermal power unit operation, maintaining a reasonable amount of flue gas oxygen content can improve the operating economy and reliability of thermal power generation units.
Operation oxygen directly affects the boiler combustion conditions; in the case of other conditions unchanged, with the increase of oxygen content of the boiler the excess air coefficient increases, combustion oxygen supply is sufficient, air mixing disturbance increases, combustion efficiency of pulverized coal improves, and fly ash combustible content decreases, reducing the boiler mechanical incomplete combustion heat loss, but at the same time, boiler flue gas volume increases, the heat loss of exhaust gas increases, power consumption rate of the fans also increases, and concurrently overheating and reheat desuperheat water increase, and NO x production increases. Therefore, considering the mechanical incomplete combustion heat loss, the exhaust heat loss, the wind turbine power consumption rate, the reduction of warm water and the amount of oxygen, the boiler oxygen generated to achieve the optimal becomes the best oxygen content.
The optimal oxygen content of the boiler is changed according to the load of the unit, the state of operation and the changing quality of the coal. At present, the domestic power plant coal-fired boiler oxygen content is usually controlled by operators according to the experience, which has great randomness, at the same time, there is a deviation between the operation of the dial and the actual amount of oxygen, and the actual amount of oxygen in the unit is deviated from the optimum oxygen content, which leads to the economic decline of the unit.
The determination of the optimal oxygen content of the boiler is usually after the boiler overhaul, the coal quality changed or the burner is reformed, boiler combustion adjustment test is carried out, while maintaining the primary air rate and coal pulverizer operation mode under the suitable conditions, the combustible matter in fly ash, the heat loss of exhaust gas, the fan power consumption rate, reheater desuperheating water and NO x production are compared under different operation oxygen, so the optimal oxygen content corresponding to different load is determined, thus not only improving the running efficiency, but also improving the performance of the boiler combustion control.
The Carbon Content of Fly Ash
Combustible ash includes fly ash and slag combustible materials. For a pulverized coal fired boiler in a power plant, usually the ratio of the content of fly ash and slag ash is considered 9:1, therefore, the influence of fly ash on the economic performance of the unit is more significant than that of the slag, the combustible matter in fly ash is usually the focus of attention of the economic analysis of power plant.
Coal quality is the most important factor affecting the combustible ash. At present, for the boiler burning bituminous coal and lignite, the combustible ash is generally within 2%, and the corresponding mechanical incomplete combustion heat loss is usually lower than the design value. As for a boiler burning anthracite, lean coal, anthracite and lean coal blending, the combustible matter in fly ash usually reaches 2% to 3%, for some of the units up to more than 5%, which is the main reason of low efficiency of the boiler.
Pulverized coal fineness also has an important influence on the combustible ash. The relative fineness of pulverized coal helps to reduce the combustible ash, solid incomplete combustion heat loss is relatively low, but also increase the power consumption rate of coal powder system and wear, comprehensive considering the combustible ash and coal pulverizer power consumption rate, the optimal fineness is called optimal coal fineness.
According to different types of coal and flour milling systems, the best fineness of pulverized coal is different, which usually needs to be determined by the optimization and adjustment of the combustion system. According to the general rules, for burning bituminous and lignite coal boiler, combustible ash is relatively low, considering the coal pulverizer outlet fineness appropriate to be thick, usually coarse pulverized coal fineness R 90 can be put to around 30%, ensuring the combustion efficiency of combustible and ash are relatively low, helping to reduce the power consumption rate of the coal grinding machine, improving the mill output and unit economy. For burning anthracite, in a lean coal boiler, the combustible matter in fly ash is relatively high, in which the coal mill meets the unit output requirements, but at the same time should, as far as possible, ensure the coal pulverizer outlet fineness is smaller; usually, the fineness R 90 of pulverized coal can be maintained at around 15%, some hard to burn coal to keep within 10%, to help reduce the combustible ash, not only improving the economical efficiency of the unit, but also improving the performance of the boiler combustion control.
The Air Leakage Rate of Air Preheater
The ratio of the air quality leaking into the air preheater flue gas side and the quality of the flue gas entering the flue is called air leakage of air preheater. It is a comprehensive indicator to reflect the design, manufacturing and economy of the air preheater. Its impact on the economy of the boiler is mainly reflected in the impact on the power consumption of the blower and the air preheater heat transfer rate, the degree of influence is closely related to the occurrence of air leakage. Therefore, generally when the air preheater leakage rate is controlled between 6% and 7%, the unit economy is relatively good.
At present, the air preheater that coal-fired boilers are equipped with consists of the tube and rotary type in China, which take a long time to put into production. Small capacity boilers usually adopt the tube type air preheater, and its air leakage rate is larger, which is mainly related to the pipe leakage caused by wear, blockage, corrosion or installation (maintenance), and quality the control of the air pressure of the air supply fan during operation.
For large capacity and new units, a three sectional regenerative air preheater is widely used in power plants in China, and the rotary air preheater leakage rates are mainly related to preheater sealing structure, sealing seal clearance changes, automatic tracking system input, blowing equipment supply, maintenance quality and operation cycle.
The measures to reduce the air preheater leakage rate includes the maintenance period of strict adjustment of air preheater leakage during operation; regularly checking the seal automatic tracking device; timely adjustment; strengthening the maintenance; regular air preheater leakage testing; timely detection of air leakage of the air preheater; air preheater to prevent corrosion and fouling.
The Main Measures to Improve the Performance
Based on the analysis and discussion in Section 6.4, the main factors that influence the combustion performance of the boiler are analyzed, and the main measures and suggestions are given to improve the performance of the boiler combustion process below:
(1) As far as possible to ensure the stability of the boiler burning coal quality and running load stability; (2) According to the factors of coal quality, unit load and combustion equipment, the optimization of combustion adjustment test is carried out in a timely manner; (3) Reasonable control of the excess air coefficient of the boiler or the air flow rate into the furnace; (4) Reasonable control of the fineness of pulverized coal; (5) Reduce the air leakage of the boiler, air preheater, smoke ventilation system and coal pulverizing system; (6) Reduce automatic coordinated control operation of the boiler and put the boiler air temperature and the air pressure into automatic control system in time; (7) The steam turbine and the boiler on-line optimization operation system uses the method of energy consumption analysis and so on, displaying the economic and technical parameters of the boiler, the actual value and the target value, guiding the personnel's economic operation; (8) Implementation of a strict periodic purge system, to ensure the timely removal of ash fouling of heating surface, improve the efficiency of heat transfer, reduce gas temperature; (9) Strengthen the heat preservation, reduce the heat loss; (10) Controlling the quality of water and steam; (11) Prevent water and steam leakage.
An Example of Boiler Combustion Control System
In the application of the actual power plant, in order to show how to improve the performance of the boiler combustion control system, taking the combustion control system of intermediate storage type boiler as an example, three sub control systems, SAMA (Scientific Apparatus Makers Association) diagrams of fuel quantity control system, air volume control system and furnace pressure control system are respectively given as follows.
The Fuel Quantity Control System
The main fuel of a coal fired boiler is coal, because the fuel system is of an intermediate storage type, so by adjusting the speed of the coal supply machine to adjust the amount of fuel, the input signal of fuel quantity control is the main boiler directive and the output signal is the speed of coal supply machine instructions. In the boiler combustion process, if the air is too little, it will cause the fire of the furnace to be out, in order to ensure the complete combustion of the fuel, the air flow should always be richer than the fuel. The SAMA diagram of the fuel quantity control system is shown in Figure 31 . 
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The Air Volume Control System
For the fuel into the furnace to be fully burned, which is directly related to the economy of boiler combustion, the air flow into the furnace should be controlled. The larger is selected between the heat signal (HR) and boiler main directive (BD), realizing the cross restriction of wind and coal, For the fuel into the furnace to be fully burned, which is directly related to the economy of boiler combustion, the air flow into the furnace should be controlled. The larger is selected between the heat signal (HR) and boiler main directive (BD), realizing the cross restriction of wind and coal, and to make the total amount of wind always been richer than fuel. When the load increases, that is, when the main instructions of the boiler increases, first add the wind, then add coal; when the load reduces, first reduce coal, then reduce wind. The SAMA diagram of the air volume control system is shown in Figure 32 . 
The Furnace Pressure Control System
The furnace pressure is related to the safety and economic operation of the boiler. High furnace pressure will result in the increase of the power consumption of the fan and the increase of the heat loss of the exhaust gas. Low furnace pressure will cause the danger of explosion. Therefore, it is necessary to control the furnace pressure in the safe and allowable range, the control method is based on the adjustment of the furnace pressure and the air flow rate of the boiler. The SAMA diagram of the furnace pressure is shown in Figure 33 . 
The furnace pressure is related to the safety and economic operation of the boiler. High furnace pressure will result in the increase of the power consumption of the fan and the increase of the heat loss of the exhaust gas. Low furnace pressure will cause the danger of explosion. Therefore, it is necessary to control the furnace pressure in the safe and allowable range, the control method is based on the adjustment of the furnace pressure and the air flow rate of the boiler. The SAMA diagram of the furnace pressure is shown in Figure 33 .
Conclusions
In the process of thermal power generation, the performance of the boiler combustion control system affects the thermal efficiency of the whole power plant, so reasonable and effective performance assessment can improve the economic performance of the whole power plant. The universal application of the distributed control system and supervisory information system in power enterprises provides the data for the control system performance assessment technology.
In this paper, based on the mechanism analysis method, the five main variables that affect the performance of the boiler combustion control system are put forward, and then, using principal component analysis method, respective contribution rates of five variables on the performance of the process control are obtained; meanwhile the performance assessment indexes for two boiler combustion control systems are defined.
Based on the acquisition data of 1# and 2# boilers, performance indexes of different time periods are calculated, and the results show that the performance index can reasonably and correctly evaluate the performance of the control system of boiler combustion. At the same time, the influence of each variable on the control performance of the boiler combustion process is analyzed, and the measures and suggestions to improve the performance of the system are given. Then, taking the combustion control system of intermediate storage type as an example, the SAMA control block diagram of the three sub control systems are presented.
Because the performance evaluation process does not need to establish a complex physical model, and the calculation is small, and also there is no interference to the closed-loop control system, it can be extended to other multivariable control systems. This method can be a substitute for manual inspection of the automatic performance monitoring, which can early monitor the control performance, thereby reduce the workload of the engineers and operation and the downtime in the production process of power generating units, increase the plant operation safety, and can reduce the production cost of electricity. These factors are of great significance and practical value for the safety and economical operation of a power plant.
